He is well known to be one of the most enlightened and efficient officers in the service. This is the sixth return since the example was first set by Dr Among the questions of general interest which the experience of the navy may greatly elucidate, not the least important is that relating to the generation or development, and the growth or spread, of idiopathic fevers?ever a fruitful theme of professional discussion.
As the report in hand furnishes some interesting details illustrative of this subject, we shall make it the main topic of our notice on the present occasion.
On the Home station, the Britannia, the training-ship in Portsmouth harbour, has for several years past been the seat of occasional outbreaks of fever of a typhoid type, and Previous to this outbreak, this ship, which had been two years on the station, was singularly healthy. In the Barracouta, the mortality to the attacked was enormous j of 11 cases, 6, it is stated, proved fatal. No particulars are, however, mentioned.
"With respect to the probable origin of the fever in the Firebrand, the information given is unfortunately very meagre. The surgeon says that he had no doubt that 327 during a very sickly season, and in an ill-constructed and unwholesome vessel, until it acquired the deadly virulence of malignant yellow fever1?"1 That, when once developed, the exhalations from the sick in the impure atmosphere of the crowded and badly-ventilated between-decks served to spread the disease, and render it more fatal, is but too apparent from the history of the disease in both ships.
That the Spiteful, and the other infected ships, contracted the fever while lying in the foul harbour of Havannah seems beyond doubt.
The general belief of the surgeons, as well as of the commanding officers of the ships, in their special reports on the subject to the admiral on the station?an example which we trust will be followed on all such occasions in future?appears to be that the attacks of the disease were due to exposure to the horribly-polluted atmosphere in the place, infected as it was with the fever at the time, but without any traceable communication with any sick persons on shore.2 Those of the crews who had been most on shore suffered most frequently; the attacks were not, however, confined to these individuals, as several occurred among men who had never been out of their ships while they lay in the harbour. 
